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FAST AFRICA PARTNER STATES PLAN TO IMPROVE FOREST LAW,
GOVERNANCE AND TRADE
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e 2013

The Director KEFRI (Right) responding to the Nation media reporter with the Cobinet Secretary Prof. Judy Wakhungu (center) after officially opening FLEGT Conference

xperts from the East African Community partner states are meeting to

prepare an elaborate action plan to improve Forest Law Enforcement,

Governance and Trade in the region. The preparation of the action plan
at a three-day workshop took place af the Kenya Forestry Research Institute
headquarters in Nairobi, Kenyo. This comes in the wake of indications that
the East African Community is losing substantial amounts in revenue due to
illegal trade in forest products.

According to o new study commissioned by the Lake Victoria Basin
Commission (LVBC) and launched at opening of the warkshop by the Kenyan

Cabinet Secretary
for Environment,
Water and  Natural

Resources, Hon. Prof.
Judy Wakhungu, non-
compliance with Forest
Law Enforcement,

Governance and Trade (A S i

(FLEGT) is o major Group photo of FLEGT participants with Cabinet Secretary for

diseofrevaiialseess Environment, Water and Natural Resources, Hon. Prof. Judy
" Wakhungu (seated 5th from left)

The study titled “A Socio-economic Valuation of Losses from Non-Compliance
with Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade in East African Community
Partner States” identifies some of the causes of revenue losses as inadequate
institutional capacity; weak law enforcement capabilities and arrangements;
corruption and bribery; ad hoc rules and regulations; poor pricing as well as
inconsistent rates in revenue collection.

In her speech, Prof. Wakhungu noted that owing to importance of sustainable
forest manogement, the EAC pariner states undertook legislative and
policy development initiatives to entrench the principles of sustoinahle
natural resources management through the establishment of the Protocol
for Sustainoble Development of Lake Victoria Basin and the Protocol on
Environment and Natural Resource Management. Prof. Wakhungu hailed LVBC
for initiating and moving forward the FLEGT process for the benefit of the EAC.
The LVBC Executive Secretary, Dr. Canisius Kanangire, said that the workshop
was the apex of East Africa’s FLEGT initiatives, and the outcome from the
workshop would be presented to the Council of Ministers for Lake Victoria
Basin for adoption and subsequent implementation. Dr. Kanangire hailed the
support of the Governments of Finland and Sweden for their support to this
process.




DONATION OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENTS

EFRI and KFS received donation of motor vehicles and lab equipments worth Ksh.1 billion from the Government of Japan
| under Forest Partnership Programme between Japan and Kenya, which was started in 2010.
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The Director KEFRI Dr. Ben Chikamai (center) acknowledging the receipt of the donated vehicles

The Forestry and Wildlife Minister, Hon Noah Wekesa, flagged off the vehicles KEFRI received two huses, two tankers, ten pick-ups, six four wheel drive

at Kenya Forestry Service headquarters in Karura-Nairebi, on 20th February, vehicles ond six motor cycles to he used in forest conservation ond

2013. Kenya Forestry Research Institute (KEFRI) and the Kenya Forestry management activities. Mr. Shigeo Iwatani, the Ambassador of Japan, Dr.

Service (KFS) are the beneficiaries of the programme. Ben Chikamai, Director KEFRI, Mr. Dovid Mbugua, Director KFS, among other
dignitaries and staff from hoth organisations attended the event. . \
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ELDORET ASK SHOW 2013

EFRI won Research and Development (R&D) trophy at the Eldoret ASK Tree seed and fancy items are in great demand at the North Rift region. A

National show held from 20th to 23rd February 2013 at the Eldoret farmer in Nandi County interested in establishing an orphanage was ready to

showground. The show which aftracted more than 88 exhibitors wos purchase free species for shade, bee foliage and soil erosion control.
opened by Dr. Romano Kiome, the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculturé.

The Centre Director, KEFRI Londiani, Dr. Joshua Chehoiywo noted that the
impact of KEFRI in the Rift valley will be felt once large scale and small scale
farmers embrace fully the modern technologies that integrate farming and
forestry in the region. Agricultural Show continues fo be u perfect platform
forinteraction between farmers and experts hence improving farming skills
and the environment.

Earlier on Dr. Mengich o senior scientist at the Centre had an interview with
Radio Suyale where he provided information on the impact of grazing in the
natural forests of Rift valley. He cautioned that, to ensure forests and trees
continues to provide the much needed goods and services, communities
adjucent these forests will have to cease unconirolled overgrazing as it is o
major threat to hiodiversity and other forest resources found in the natural
forests.

T

Display of non wood products processed af KEFRI

The show objective was to promote the growth and sustainahility of Agri-
business and agro-industry at large so as to achieve meaningful guins for
farmers and stakeholders in the North Rift region. KEFRI received 3,300 people
who visited the stand. Most of the enquiries were on tree seed acquisition,
bamboo management and utilisation, on-farm tree planting, and tree species
for production of electric poles.

Based on the theme, “Enhancing Technologies in Agriculiure and Industry
for Food Security and National Growth”, the show aimed to link farmers in
Elgeyo/Marakwet, Nandi and Uasin Gishu Counties, traders and exporters to
the potentiol market of agricultural products.

b

It was the first time that KEFRI won a trophy in the Eldoret Region’s Premier Mr. Siko Nyumbu.n (Ieftwh‘h viitorsm KEFRI Eluret shovesTini

.. show. KEFRI displayed tree improvement technolagies particularly on fruit

Q)trees and fast growing tree species that have quick returns in the region,

tree nursery establishment, all geared towards increasing forest cover and
promoting forest-bused indusiries.

Technologies and information
on conservation of Mau Forest
_ Complex,  Cherangany,  Mt.
Elgon and Nandi hills, which
are natural forests and water
cotchment areas were of much
interest. Wood and non-wood
products, bumhoo propagation
and utilization methods and
value  addition  techniques
ond medicinal products were
displayed.







