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l Background

The Kenva/lapan Social Forestry Training Project started its (raining activi-
ties in 1988, at its two centres, namely; Muguga National Social Forestry Training
Centre {(Muguga Centre) - cum - KEFRI headquarters and Kitui Regional Social
Forestry Training Centre (Kitui Cenlre), with the main goal of promoting social

forestrv activities for the people on their individual or communal farm land.

One of the lraining activities carried out by Muguga Centre, is holding a social
forestrv national event, so called National Social Forestry Prize Day. This event is
held annuallv in the training calendar of the Muguga Centre. Its objective is Lo
recognize and award lreec growing groups and individuals, whose activities 1n
forestey appear o be above the average concern in their localities, within five
districts selected everv year, with appropriate tools suitable for the promotion of tree
cultivation and tree nursery establishment and management. ‘Through this activities,
it is also expected that nation-wide awarepess of social forestry and rural lree

planting shall be enhanced.

So far two Prize Days have been held since 1989. This year's Prize Day was
held on 25th April 1991 at ICRAF auditorium with participants drawa from Isiolo,
Meru, Embu, Murang’a and Nyeri districts. The event is jointly sponsored by Kenya
Forestry Research Institute (KEIFRI) and Japan Inlernational Cooperation Agency
(JICA) while implementation is done by KLI'RI, JICA, and Forest Department (I'D)

of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.

The announcement ol the event published by the “Daily Nation”, the widely
read ncwspaper in Kenya, on 25th April 1991, is shown in the Annex IL

The original programme is on the next page although it was changed partially.
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2 Opening Session

The event started at 9:50 am. with Mrs A. Kaudia, the Training Manager, wel-
coming all (he altendants, defining the essence of the day and reading the programme
i (wo languages viz Kiswahili and Fnglish. Thereafter she inviled Mr P. Mung ala.
Chict of Forestry Extension Services Division to lead the proceedings of the

morning  Session.

Mr P. Mung'ala, in welcoming the Director ol Forestry 1o give his opening
speech, thanked all that were present. Ile also pronounced 26th Apeil 1991 as the

Nalional Irec Planting Day.

The Deputy Director of Forestry. Mr J.O. Angwenyi read the opening speech
by the Director of Forestry in inglish and later translated it into Kiswabhili for benefit

of the farmers. "The speech was as follows:



OPENING ADDRESS BY TIIE DIRECIOR OF FORESIRY
MR C.R. NYAGA

Distinguished  guests,
Participants,
Fellow officers,

[.adies and genllemen,

It gives me great pleasure to address vou during the 3rd National Social Forestry
Prize Day. T have noted with appreciation that the Kenyva/Japan Social Forestry
lraining Project has beea carrying out this activity since 1988 as part ol the social
forestry programme. The peak of this event is a competition on social forestry
focusing on semi-urid arcas. The compelition is organized annually by the Forest
Department, KEFRI and JICA jointlv.

The objective of the competition is to promole nalion-wide awareness ol Social For-
estry and enhance rural tree planting by recognising outstanding achievements by the
people at “grass-roots” level. I have been informed that the participants in the com-
pelition are individwals and groups who have excelled wn tree planting and arc
selected from five districts namely; Isiolo, Fmbu, Meru, Nveri and Murang'a. [
believe that prizes will be awarded in the order of excellence. As you may already
know, the Forest Department has posted Diploma level I'orest Fxtension Officers to
almost every Division in the country and the officers are working in close contact

with the farmers.

Suitable agroforestry development requires that local communities and instilutions
are made aware of the encroaching environmental problems and the opportunilies
which agroforestry offers. Tor this reason, the Forest Department is now shifting
emphasis from seediing production lo encouraging and assisting local farmers and
institutions to produce their own seedlings. In this context, it is useful to note the
importance of a two way communication process. Previously, it was thought that all
wisdom comes from the extension officer, and farmers are only expected lo learn
from him. It is now understood that many farmers are knowledgeable about the
specific environment they are living in. As a result, the combined knowledge of
extension officers and that of the farmers, obtained through two way communica-
tion, must now be appreciated as the more successful exiension strategy. Many
farmers, organissiions and roups are officers are cxpecled to start tree nurseries 45
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plant more rees. All of these need o be facilitated with seeds, nursery materials,

simple tools and technical advice.

In the past, the Forest Department had to start at least one demonstration departmen-
tal tree nursery per division using 6 - 12 workers. Experience has revealed thal such
a small number can only raise a maximum ol 200,000 - 300,000 seedlings. This then
falls short of our larget of hall million seedlings per division. With the changing
trend, some of these workers are now being used as agroforesiry exlension agents
in the locations facilitations. ‘They are [(acilitating opening up of many forest tree
nurseries in all locations and sub-locations bv individual [armers, women groups,

chiefs, schools, churches, KANU, NGO’s and other government institutions.

Tree growing and conservation was deep-rooted in the culture of manv Kenyans in
the carlier days, when the human population was much less and most of the countrv
was covered by thick forests. ‘These were the sources of construction materials,
fuelwood, fodder [or livestock and wildlife, fruits, berries, medicines, dyes, efc.
Now that we have cleared the natural forests for cultivation of crops, we can no
longer sil and expecl to get these products as before. Trees have to be grown and

the remaining cover conserved so that we can continue to benefit from them.

The process of development involves the optimal use ol limited resources available
lo achieve a certain goal. The limiled resources of land, labour, capital, skill, efc.
available to a farmer have to be utilized in the most economical way so that his
problems are solved and needs met. The forest extension officer together with the
larmer should identily the link between the problems and the most appropriate so-

lutions in the area of [orestry or tree planting in general,

I must be hasty in pointing oul that Torest Department is not doing this single
handedly. Several government ministrics and departments, non-governmental or-
ganizations, donor funded Projects, International orgamisations and many local
groups are directing elforts at assisting the farmer in tree growing and conservation
in order o meel his trec-related needs. Such organizations include ICRAF, MoA,
KEFRI, KENGO, JICA, DANIDA, CARE, SWISS/RTDS, SIDA churches among
others. However, in the recent past, forest cover has continuously decreased due to
the pressure exerted by the high population growth rate. This has consequently

meant that forests are further pressed to supply more and more timber, poles.

-5 -



3 Presentations
The presentations were proceeded by Mr IP. Mung'ala.

The members of the Awarding Commiltee were intreduced to the audience.
They were as [ollows:

Mr G.O. Ochieng D in the chair
Mr I.. Barrow [CRAT

Mr M. Mbegera MoA

Mr P. Ongugo KEFRI

Mr [I. Okabe JICA

The prescnters were reminded of the allocated time of 30 minutes each, thus

20 minutes for presentation and 10 minutes for Q & A session.

All presentations were done in Kiswahili. Mr P. Mung'ala announced the sum-
mary in Lnglish after the presentation [or benefit of those who did not understand

Kiswahili.

The summary of the presentations were as follows;



3.1 Mr George NUi'Gilonga

Introductory remarks by DILO Meru

I have the honour to thank you for your invitation. 1 am bappy today to be with this
[armer Mr. George Nt'Gitonga [rom Ndumburi, Giluaja Location, Central Imentl,
Meru District, This area is relatively dry, with very litle and unrcliable rainfall of
between 200-400mm per year. The soils are black collon, but the farmer has tried
hard to succeed in his tree planting activity. He will explain how his shamba was

before he embarked on this exercise, and what he has done so far.

Presentation

[ started planling trees species in 1967, near the Meru-Jsiolo border about 12 miles
awav. [ could then go for another 15 kilomelres away 1o buy secdlings for planting.
As water is a problem in this arca, | had 1o fetch some about 7 kilomelres awzy. This
I did using a hand or an oxen drawn cart which could carry ten drums. I had no
walering can, so I had to use alternalives such as cooking fat tins, which were also
not easily available. While doing all these, my peighbours were sceplical, but I
ignored them and carried on. With tins at hand, I perforated a hole on each tin at the
bottom side. I then put cach tin beside cach secdling I planted. Every morning I fill
the tin with water, which drains away very [ast [or the first and second tme, but for
the third, il remains in the lin. So lar, I have planted 20,002 trees of 59 different
species. [ have dug four furrows through advice by the Ministry of Agriculture
officials on which I will plant four rows of trees. My piece of land, measuring 23
acres and once bare, is now green and beautiful, with good air conditioning and a lot

of organic matler.

Slide show

The following slides were shown:

A perforated tin which he used lo water his scedlings and compares it with a bottle;
fodder for his livestock; a-water tank he has constructed to store water during the
rains from his iron-roofed bouse (with which he intends to start a nursery); and
poles, timber and [uelwood plantations. The [armer argued that the bolile technique
of watering seedlings kills them since the water in the boltle gets so hot from the
intense beat in his environment during the relatively dry spells.



Q & A session

QL.
Al.

5 2

A2.

Q3.

A3.

Q4.

A4,

Q6.
A®.

What size of the tin do you use? Is there any specificity in the size to use?
Any size serves the purpose.

Have the crops and animal yields been low or high since you slarted this
exercise of tree planting?
It is three times better. Trees are conserving moisture and now crops are

surviving. Before, crops used to die early.

How much water do vou put in the tin and how much water dees cach tree use?
I il the tin with waler which drains very [ast for the first and second times.
The third time it remains in the tin, and this can last three more days, although

I keep on checking and adding whenever the level drops.

What is your neighbour’s response {owards your success? Are they still
sceptical?
They are now following my footsteps and more so since the I‘orest Depart-

ment inviled me for a course at Kitui Social Forestry [raining Centre.

Doesn’t the oil in the cooking fat tins affect the trees? How do you clean them,
yel water itself is a problem?
The dirty water used for washing ulensils is put in a debe. Therealter I use i

for cleaning my tins.

Do you get any [orm of assistance from anyone?
Yes. The Ministry of Agriculture which advises me lo dig furrows; and the
Forest Department which gave me polythene lubes, technical advice and lree

seedlings. [Lverything else is my own effort.

_10 -




3.2 Nkirote Women's Group

[ntroductory remarks by DFEQ Isiolo

This was the first Women's group of its kind in Isiolo West Location, roughly six
lo 10 kilomelres [rom the town. The district is relatively dry with unreliable rainfall
of between 100-500mm per year. The soils are sandy black cotton type. The first
seedlings were brought from the Forest Department in 1984. This is the present

source, for this group’s nursery.

<Presentation>

We started the activities ol our group of 23 members on st July 1990. The first step
we look was to establish a nursery. Due to the ditficulities in working with sandy
black cotton soils, we had to look for the better red soils and manure. We had to
look for water and later plant the sceds, using tetrapacks as containers. Initially, we
collected 1,000 milk packets to begin with before getting a supply of polvbags from
the Forest Department. At this stage when (he Forest Department officers visited our
group, we informed them that our main problem was a piece of land on which to raise
trees, and that currently, we were on the Chairlady’s farm who has set aside a ome-
acre plot for this purpose. We also have a problem of water which is currently being
fetched from far. We heeded to the President’s call to plant trees in addition to re-
alising the other benefits from trees. Presently, we have 2,500 seedlings in our

nursery and have so far sold 1,000 seedlings.

Slide show

The following slides were shown:

The group's Chairlady, Elizabeth watering the different trec species in the nursery;
agroforestry intervention which is a mixture of banana, nappier grass, [ruils and
trees; thorn trees used [or fencing the nursery to protect it from chicken, birds and

other animals; and a fish pond.

Q & A session
Q1. Do you plant trees on individual [arms or at the Chairlady’s farm only?

Al. In all members. We are twenly three members.

Q2. Being a Women's group, what is your husbands’ opinion, do they complain?
A2. Although they used to complain, we shared our products with them so that
they are happy and no longer complain.
s .



Q3.

A3.

Q4.
A4.

To the forester, why does the group use black polythene tubes inslead of the

clear ones i 4 dry area?

The forester answered that black polythene tubes retain water longer than

clear ones which tear quickly.
From the slides shown there are no indigenous trees on their [arms. why?

They have a feeling that indigenous trees will just lhrive without necessarily

being planted.

-12 -



3.3 Ngatho Umoja Women's Group

Introductory remarks by DFEO Murang'a
Ithanga I.ocation is a newly settled arca since first settlement was in 1984, T'he areas

has little rainfall comung in Apr‘il and October. Soils are predominantly sandy.

Presentation

We are 38 members in our group at present. In 1984 we acquired plots in this area,
we sal together and thought it wise to form a women's group lo benefit ourselves.
We then started off by contributing two shillings each [or buying houschold utensils.
Afterwards, we decided 1o extend our group activities (o include tree planting. We
started this on 23rd Ociober, 1990 by establishing a tree nursery. We fetch water
from a nearby river and use tetrapacks and lins to waler our seedlings which inciude
oranges, cedar, causuarina species, elc.  [ast season we produced 10,000 seedlings,
out of which 6,000 were planted by members while 4,000 were sold. We have a
number of problems, among them lack of co-operation {rom our husbands, termile
allack, pest menace in nursery and illiteracy. Presently, we run our aursery activities

on (he chairlady’s shamba.

Slide show
The lollowing slides were shown:
The group chairlady checking on insect damage and watering in the nursery,

Different tree species, planied on [arm. including fruit trees.

Q & A session

Q1. Do you still coalribute the two shillings since you started tree planting activi-
ties?

Al. No, except a sort of {ine when a member is late or deliberately fails to turn up

for group work.

Q2. Even in case of sickness.
A2. No.

Q3. How many members are you and where do you plant trees?
A3.  We arc thirty eight members, we plant trees on our individual farms and sell
the surplus.

- 13-



Q4.

A4,

Supposing the roots of your seedlings go deep in the soil before you transfer
them [rom the nursery, whal do yvou do?

We root-prunc using a pair of scissors.

It seems vou started plantung trees before Forest Department explained the
best species [or vour area. llow did vou know which species to plant here?
It was our own initiative to collect seeds from lrees in the area c.g. Grevillea.

We also pianted tree species whose sceds we locally collected.

14



3.4 Kaval Kamutwamathaga Sclf. Help Group

Iniroductory remarks by DIEO Embu

The group comes from Kyeni South Iocation, Runyvenjes Division. It was formed
in 1986 on a l[amily basis ie. husband and wile, and has thirty seven couples to date.
The land is on an elevation of 1100m above sea level. fe called upon the group

Chairman o explain why the group was started and how.

Presentation

We decided to form a tree planting group in 1986 following the clearing ot land for
tobucco growing, which led to shortage in [uelwood, timber, poles, fodder, fruits
and waler. The first step we look was to collect soils, put it in tetrapacks then looked
for sceds from trees in farms, sowed them and watered the seedlings unti they are
ready for planting in our shambas. Since 1986, we have raised seedlings as follows:
1986 - (9,301): 1987 - (33,306): 1988 - (39,379); 1989 - (27.619) and 1990 -
(26.866). This year, we have planted tomatoes, sukuma wiki and other vegetables.
Because of the long dry spell from May - QOctober, we transfer seedlings to the
shamba in Oclober. At first, the main problem we encountered was lack of land to
carrv oul our aclivitics. We approached the local council which allocated us a
quarter of an acre. Water provides vegetables and fruits and a profit we get from sale
ol the surplus. We hope lo gel a bigger piece of land on which to extend our

activilies, - among them raising grafted fruit lrees.

Slide show
The following slides were shown:
A fuelwood woodlot; fodder crops (Leuceana leucocephala and nappier grass) and

group members assessing the damage done by insects in the nursery.

Q & A session
Q1. Since the group is of husband and wife, who delermines which trees are
planted?

Al. The decision is made by the commuiltee.

Q2. Do you involve your children in the group?
A2. Yes. During the holidays. Thev fill the polythene tubes with soil, collect
seeds, elc. -

a1



25N
A3.

Q4.

A4.

Q6.
Ab.

Q7.
AT.

Who tends the homestead since both are group members?
Only one person allends the group activities, the other is lefl at home.

Fuelwood 1s not valued much in this country. A woman is not therefore

allowed lo fell trees for this purpose. So what happens when thev need this
wood?

There is a woodlot purposely set aside for [uelwood. [P’runings are also used
as fuel wood.

How do vour members ensure that the trees survive?
A commitlee is lormed that follows up group or individuals given seedlings

by the group.

Who decides on which tree to cut?

A man (husband) decides.

Who are members of the committec?

Three men and one woman.

-16 -



3.5 Mr Ilagun Nderitu

Introductory remarks by DIEO Nyert

‘This farmer comes from Kyeni fuast, Narumoru [.ocation in Nyeri District.  The area
receives verv low rainfall of about 500mm a vear. The land 1s generally f[lal,
therefore, eliminating the questions of soil crosion bul creating the problem of
drainage. Mr. Ndiritu is individual farmer who slarled (rec planting activilies in
196 3.

I’resentation

Although 1 started planting trees in 1963, I did not succeed until 1968 when T started
planting lrees together with food crops. The species [ planted were cypress, blue
gum, podo and other indigenous trees. 1 also planted orange trees. The height of the
1968 plantaiions is approximalelv 30m. In 1988, [ sold cypress timber worth KShs
24,000, an equivalent of 170 cubic metres. [nitially, I had problems in obtainng
seeds because I had to walk to the Forest Department tree pursery, about 15km away.
It is [or this reason that I decided o start my own nursery. The initial problems I had
while establishing this nursery were waler shortage, soil drying out fast, looking for
better soils to mix for use in the nursery and damage by animals. My future plans are
planting more trees for sale; sell mature cypress trees to saw millers or as transmis-
sion poles lo the Kenya Power and Lighting Corporation. [ also intend to copstruct
a lank for waler shortage. [ enjoy various benelils by planting trees among them

being income, [ruits, siles [or bee production and shade.

Slide show

The following shdes were shown:

The cypress, podo, grevillea and blue gum plantations ol 1968; some bechives, the
farmer intends to start bee-kecping and the way he does his tree planting. Tirst the
trees are planted together with food crops for five years. After this, the farm is lell

purely for trees; and some orange (rees.
Q & A session

Q1. Do you plant trees yourself or you hire labour?
Al. Both

- 47 -



Q2.

Q3.

A3.

04.
A4,

(.
AG.

Q7.
AT.

Have your neighbours emulated vou?

Al first they thought it was waste ol lime, bul todav they see the fruits of mv
work and have sturted doing the same. '

Any assistance from the Forest Departmuent or the Ministry of Agriculture?
Have thev visited vour tarm?

Yes, the l'orest Department have provided seeds and lechnical advice.

[Tow does the DEFEO ensure trees’ survival in such a drev area?

‘The farmer prepares [or planting well before the rains. Planting is pormailv
done in October because the dry spell after these short rains is shorler than
during the long rains in April. The farmer then waters the seedlings until the

gext rains.

How come vou are allowed to burn charcoal while we at Isiolo are not?

I only burn in small quantity [or my personal use. with permission from the
chicf. When I cut tree for charcoal burning I plaat ten!

[low big is vour shamba as vou have planted many different species?

Oge 1s 10 acres, the other 28 acres and 100 acres.

Why do you intend to sell cy;press to KP&LC and TC as transmission poles?

[n business, best buyer, best scller.



R

4 I'lm show and [ree discussion

Aller lunch there was a short film show ol "irees in our lives”, emphasizing

the importance of trees 1o mankind aad the physical environmeat.

A [ree discussion [ollowed the film show. During the discussion session. the
chairman of Kavai Kamutwamuthaga from Lmbu wanted to know how he could
eradicate or control lermite on Grevillea robusta which i1s damaging them, whatever
the size. Although complete eradication was not assured, several temporary control
measures were given as follows: “lermites occur m two body sizes, big and small
types. For big type, the [armer was told to trace the colony and destroy il. For small
type, again to destroy the colony and put some malerial e.g. grass on which to feed
so that they do not come out Jooking for your trecs. Another measure would be to

use ash, which keeps them awayv [or two o three days onlv.”

Another farmer Mr Nt'Gilonga wanied to know why one is required to get a
permil [rom the Chiel in order to fell a tree while the Chicf may not have been
mvolved during the planting. A definite answer could not be given as those who
answered the question thought it needed to be discussed at a higher level. However,
the DIEO Runyenjes spoke that they were handling this in Embu. He said that the

farmer could notify his area represcntative {or a few trees.

The discussion stopped when the Minister arrived.



5 2 .
Awarding Ceremony

Mrs A. Kaudi: L over f
Kaudia took over from Mr . Mung ala as a Moderator for this session.

| She introduced the guest of honour, Minister [or Rescarch, Science and
Technology, Ilon. G. Muhoho. She also introduced the Ambassador of Japan, His
Excellency N. Kumagai, the Chiel Adviser of Social Foresiry Training Project, Di-
rector of KI'FRI, the Director of Rescarch in the MRST 21;1(:! Deputy Director of

ICRAF. She announced the order of presentation of specches.

I'he Chairman of the Awarding Committee, Mr Ochieng was called upon lo
give his report. Following Mr Ochieng’s report was a speech by the Chief Adviser
of the Kenya/Japan Social TForestrv Training Project. Then Ilis Lxcellency the

Ambassador of Japan was invited to read his speech.

After the Ambassador’s speech, the Director of KII'RI approached the
cenlre stage to call upon the Minister [or Research, Science and Technology. Ile
asked-the Migister to address the audience and award prizes to the winners. All

these report, specches and introduction are appearing later in this session.

After the speech, {he Minister announced the winners and awarded (heir

prizes as follows;

First Prize Winner - Mr George NUi'Gitonga from Meru Districl
1 bicycle

wheel barrow

fork jembes

jembes

walering, €ans

shovels

malchet rakes

b DN N

rakes



Second Prize Winner - Nkirole women's group from Isiolo District
1 bicycle

wheel barrows

fork jembes

jembes

waleriﬁg cans

shovels

maltchet rakes

BB B B B B

rakes

Third Prize Winner - Kavai Kamutwamuthaoga sell help group [rom Embu District

1 whee] barrow
3 fork jembes
4 walering cans
5 shovels

S matchet rakes
5 rakes

4 jembes

Fourth Prize Winners

(a)  Mr Haron Mathenge Nderitu from Nyeri District
1 jembe
1 wheel barrow

fork jembe

watering can

shovels

matchet rakes

M N N o= -

rakes

(b) Ngatho women’s group from Murang'a District
wheel barrow
fork . jembe
walering cans
shovels

1

1

3

4

4 malchet rakes
4 rakes

3

jembes-



REPORT BY THE CIHAIRMAN, THE AWARDING COMMITTEL
MR_G.O0. OCIHIENG

KEEFRI staff,
distinguished  guests,

ladies and genllemen,
Good alternoon, mine will be very brief.

Hon. Minister, [ was nominated to chair the committee which was looking at the pres-

entation by the various larmers who are here this alternoon to participate on the third

social forestry prize giving day.

Mr. Minister, I thought the job given to me was verv simple, it became more and more
complicated as | was going ahcad, may be we made il complicated ourselves because
all of us here were looking at this thing as a group and this also made it very
interesting. But it was not judgement or chairing which was very important Ilon.
Minister, whal became very obvious to the group which sat under chairmanship was
thaf the Kenvan farmers are not ignorant. The Kenyan farmers know exactly what
they need, the Kenyan farmers have participated in tree planting since before
independence and among us here there is one farmer who started planting trees and
they failed, tried again and lailed. They failed consecutively for 5 years and he did

nol give up.

He realised later that he was planting in high grassland, there was high competition
and there was also browsing by wildlife. Later on he changed and started planting
trees logether with crops and thal was Agrolorestry practiced at (hat time without any
advice [rom anybody and I think the Kenyan farmers are very knowledgeable.

The other thing that became very obvious (o the group I chaired was that the Kenyan
farmer think that drought is not a limiting factor to the growth of trees or to the growth
of any crops, so long as proper species are identified and the timing is right. Because
a group from Isiolo which sat together, women groups
eeded more trees in Isiolo and they looked around

developed their own tree nursery. Since

among us here we have got
sat together and thought that they n

and saw that they have black cotion soil,

- 4 1
black cotton soil is not very good for tree nursery, they went several kms i0 coliect
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red soil, developed their own farms, and also Isiolo Town.

This one, points oul that reallv drought is not a limiting factor if one wants to grow
trees. We have got (rees which are growing with very limited rain and this 1s clearly
expressed b_\} the group [rom Isiolo that they are here not because of anything but
because of tree planting and need for knowledge about trees for the conservation of

our environment.

Among us again llon. Minister, we have had [amuly groups or self-help groups
where several families sil together and decide okay what our peed is? We have
sometimes heard that it is a laboo in other areas [oer women {o plant trees but this does
nol seem to be the casc here today. Because both men and women have sat together
in other communities and agreed that what we need most are not necessarily the goats
we might also nced tree for both shelter, building pole, for shade and for fodder, and
there is a group among us here who have done just that. When the women go to the
field to plant trees then the man remains back home to look after the children, he
makes [ood for the wife and when the wife comes back howme even the water has been

fetched and vis-versa.

Lhe other thing that we have here are the individuals. Those people who have fell
burning desire to plant their own trees on their farms they are not even groups.
Somebody sits in his house and says okay whal he needs most, he sees he does not
have a shade because a man can sit in the house the whole day. You need to strelch
yourself and maybe sit under a trec somewhere and discuss it with other men or with
your children. There are members here who have just done that. They have planted

trees, as individuals which are very successful.

When I talk like that, it made our judgement very difficult. But what I want to
emphasize is that it has also shown us dearly thal all those groups have dome very
well, they have played a very useflul role and their numbering to me was not very
important. What is important is that the Kenyan community with the call from His

Excellency the President has embarked on very aggressive afforestation pro-
gramme.

Slarting from the family level and extending to the national level and this has been

proven, the presentations here have strelched thus from the dry areas from which af-
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{orestation had not been done and in some places have started before we had our own
afforestation extension services which started in 1971. There is somebody here who
started planting trees in 1963, So the farmer was working ahead even of the Forest
Department.  They were alreadv extending the afforestation services, themselves
without assistance and that became very useful to us. 1 want to say thal those people
who were participating here should become our ambassadors, when thev go back to
their communities, homes or to their groups. Please help us to recruit more farmers
and through the forest extension officers more women groups should be assisted.
We have several requests here which should be followed up by our officers who are
i the field. Please see where we can help since we have got a division which is fully
fledged in extension services and which could look into those minor requests of
giving polythene bags, walering cans, giving lechiucal advice or may be giving one
lorry load of red soil for tree nursery development. Those ones 1 think can be looked
after, let people who need assistance get assistance but also participate in recruiting

more pcople.
[Ton. Minister, I don’t want to mention the result because they are for your eyes oanly.
I will give you the results IJon. Minister, it was a dilficult task we have done il with

d lot of pain but we have managed to do it.

Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen.
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SHORT ADDRESS BY TUL CHIEF ADVISER. SIID
MR . OKABE

‘Ihe Honourable Minister for Rescarch Science and lechnology,
Ilis Excellency the Ambassador of Japan,

The Director-General ICRAF,

All other participants,

[.adies and gentlemen,

‘Thank you very much for participating in this event, the Third National Social

Forestry Prize Day.

The Kenya/Japan Social Forestry Training Project has been carrying out ils activi-
tics since 1988, following a lwo-vear preparatory phase. It consists of Pilot Forest
Programme and 1raining Programme, placing emphasis on Arid and Semr-And
lands. ‘The National Social Forestry Prize Day is held as a part of the Project
Activities, by the Forest Department (FD), Kenva Toresiry Research Institute
(KEFRI) and Japan lnternational Cooperation Agency (JICA) jemtly. I am con-

vinced that this cvent would cnhance a nation-wide awarcness ol tree planting

activities, in conjunction with the National Iree Planting Day which would be beld
nationally tomorrow. Reviewing this one year, all the Project aclivities have been
implemented on schedule. 1 hope that our Project can help Kenyan country became
a green country of which trees will carry welfare to all like to make as much efforts

a5 we can.

Tree planting is a back-breaking task. Recently, a man-made forest in Japan has
exceeded len million hectare. Normally, about three thousand seedlings are
planted per hectare, so it means that more than thirty billion seedlings have been
planted. Moreover, most of forested area of Japan is located in stecp mountain-
ous arca. [hese scedlings have been planted not by machinery bui manpower,
one by ome. Tt can be easily imagined that it has taken a long period to do it. In
lhe mean lime, a greal deal of tree planting activities will produce a good result in
the future. There is a saying “Rome was not built in one day”. Please do not give
up contimuing these activities.

[p]
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Ni furaha kubwa kwangu kuwapongeza nyinyi nyote mlipala zawadi siku hii va leo.
Ilii ni sababu va juhudi zenu 7a ukuzaji wa miti mashambani kwenu. Nimatumainj
yangu kuwa mtacndelea pa juhudi hizi, na sio tu mashambani mwenu, bali pia kwa
machamba za uma. [lu o muhimu kwa uendelezaji wa ochi kwa kuweka madhan
nzurl.  Pia ningependa kuwaomba yva kwamba, msiwe wachoyo bali muusambaze

kwa wakulima wenzenu ambao hawalushabiki kwa ushinka huu.

i is my pleasure (o offer coneratulitions (o those who got prizes (oday.
12us 1s the resull of vour best efforts m Social forestry o fan foresiry
aclrvitres. 1 hope that all of vou would contmue lree planling activiles.
not onlv  vour ovwn fands, but also on commundy land. because s
s gecessary i order lo develop lhis countrs b kecpue i beauldul 2ad
green. [ would like 10 put the follossing request: do not keep s war-
poriant suceess [0 vourselves on/v extend if to maav other people who

bave pol parcipated m (ais cveal,
It is also my great pleasure to announce that this event has been successiully carried
- out through the contribution by all ol vou, particularly, Dr. lundgren, the Director

General of ICRAI’ who kindly offered the vepue lor the cvent

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude (o all of you and [ am looking lorward

to continuous cooperation o our Project.

Thaok you very much.
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SPLELECIT BY 11K AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN
(1S EXCELLENCY N. KUMAGAI

Good alternoon,

[ have nol studied Kiswahili as Okabe. So I would not dare speak m Kiswahili

Hon. Minister (5. Muhoho,
Distinguished  guests,

[Ladies and geatlemen,

[t 1s indeed a great pleasure for me to be invited here today on this very happ:
occasion of the Third National Social Forestry Prize Dav.  First of all T would ik
to congratulate all who would be winners, we do not know vet who the winners arc
in this competition that will award the prizes later on. The rate at which global forest
have been dellected has reached an alarming proportion, the cvidence of this ha
been documented and greatly published in conclusion to Research on globa

warming and studies on the green-house ellect.

Taking into consideration the more specific point of view, it has been noted wil
some concern lhat the pressure of progress and development has had a devastaliol
effect on the forests of Kenyu, a country which has once been dominated b
abundance afforestation. The rescarch and development of forestry has over (b
recent years become our increasingly important factor in efforts made by th
Government of Kenya to improve and accelerate the Sacial economic and cullur:
awaregess of the Kenva people. This aim has been supported and aided by th
Government of Japan through JICA in collaboration with the International Counc
tor Research in Agroforestry. In Agrotorestry ICRAT, XEFRI, I'orest Departmer
of the MENR and Ministry of Agriculture collaborate.

Lhe Kenya/Japan Social Forestry Training Project aims al promoting self-reliant Ire
planting aclivities on national level placing greal emphasis on the rural areas. [hi
aanual compelilion organised by the Project plays an effective role in motivatin
tarmers al grassroots level to excel in their elforts to improve their environmen! b
recognising, evaluating and awarding those outstanding contributions. Participad!

1‘ -1 14 . o W 3 2
tor this vear's event have been selected from 5 districts of Kenva, namely; [siol¢
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Meru, Imbu, Nyeri and Murang'a all of which o some extent can be agro-
climatically described as seon amd areas.

Hon. Minster judging from the success of the participants 1n the compettion and
[rom their commendable progress with regard to social forestry in Kenya, 1 wish to
express my sincere hope that sell-reliant trec planting activities will extend and
encompass the enlire nation and I trust that the candidates themselves will play a

leading part in this endeavour.

Thank vou.

.28 -



INTRODUCTION QF THE MINISTER BY THIE _DIRECTOR, KEFR]
DR JA. ODURA

Hon. Minister Sir,

Allow me ladies and gentlemen,
distinguished  guests,
vour excellency the Ambassador of Japan to Kenva,

now to call upon our chiel guest lHon. G. Muhoho.

[ had not prepared lo say much at this stage but since T have been asked o call upen

the Minister, just allow me to poiwnt out onme or two things.

Hon. Minister, G. Muhoho is himself a social forester. Tle has been following very
closely on the foot steps of his excellency the President who upon taking the
presidency of this country dirccted all members of parliament to plant trees along the
roads thal (raverse their constituencies. Ilon. G. Muhoho has taken this task
seriously and virlually every vear, he has been planting (rees. [ do nmot know what
plans you have Hon. Minister but I know that ever since you took the constituency
every year you have been Jeading vour constituency in tree planting along the roads,
the highway betwcen Thika and Nairobi. Most of you who use that road, I do travel
through that road quite often for various reasons. I keep track and progress of per-
lormance of trees along the highways. They are coming up beautifully and a lot
credit therefore goes to our Minister [or taking this task seriously. So as we call upon
him (o say a few words and to award prizes to those who have excelled in this
participation, we are not calling upon a stranger but a leading Social Forester in

Kenya following very closely in the oot steps ol his excellency the President.

Hon. Mimster, allow me now to call upon you most kindly to say a few words and

then present awards to the winners. The Minister please.



SPELCIT BY T GUEST OIF HIONOUR
HON. GEORGI K. MUHOIIO

His Fxcellency the Ambassador ol Japan,
The Director-general ICRAF,
Distinguished  Guests,

The participants,

[.adies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure (o joiun vou al (his occasion (o wilness the recogmtion of tree
planting efforts by fellow larmers. As vou are aware, natural torest resources are
continuously being depleled lo give way to crop production. In mosl intensively
farmed areas, natural forests do not exist at all. Since we will continue to need wood
for fuel and building, it is evident that we will have to plant trees on our own farms

to mee! these needs.

It is pleasing to note that tree planting has been established as a cultural tradibon 1n
the Kenyan community. This is portrayed by the greal demand for secdlings [rom
- existing tree nurserics and actual numbers throughout our country during every
annual trec planting week. This tradition has gone a long way in cnsuring (hat the
community is able to obtain firewood, construction timber, fruits and [odder from

individual farms.

My frequent visits to Kenya Forestry Rescarch Institute has cnabled mie to have close
contact with Forestry Research Scientists and Technology Developers. I have
therefore come to learn that Social Forestry refers to all [orestry activities carried out
by resource users themselves al commumily and farm level. This is therefore, a
forestry practice by farmers themselves and is oriented to ensuring that needed
foresttree based resources are available when required. Social Forestry, like
subsistence [arming is therefore an essential practice which will cnable the rural
communities to remain self sufficient in fuclwood, [odder and timber. [l is important
\hat rural communilies become sell sufficient in tree products because gazetled
forests account for only 3.7% of our total land area. 95% ol our tree cover is to be
found in the range areas consisting of mainly woodland in ecosystems that arc fragile
and casily denuded. The country must guard against the destruction of such
woodland in order to avoid descrtification and loss of our biological diversification
which conserves important wild genelic material [or prosperity.
= 80 -



Loss of tree cover often accompanics loss of lesser flora and faupa and chanoe.
P : gey

microclimate with often delelerious effects on our watersheds and catchment dreys,

The government recognises farmers’ tree planting elforts and the occasion that We
are celebrating loday,‘ the Third Social Forestry Prize Day, is yet one of the comple-
mentary inter-agency efforts in promoting of on-farm. (ree growing. This is not only
a prize awarding forum but one that enables close inleractions between Various

actors in tree planting promotion.

[ have already mentioned the importance of Social Lorestry for subsistence. How-
ever, in order thal we continue to benefit [rom Social Forestry practices there is need
lo spread the knowledge and information to others who have not had the chance of
participating in the compeiition. This is a task in which we as farmers based in rurd]
arcas can cffectively complement government cfforts.  You can educate other
larmers on its benefits and also (echnically assist by providing them with tree

planling know-how.

The Kenya Forestry Rescarch Institute has done a commendable job since iis
creation a few years ago. It has come up with technologies for growing and
propagating secdlings of important indigenous frees that have been difficulty to
grow hitherto. In the important area of Agroforestry KEFRI has identified several
species ol multipurpose trees (MPT) Le. (rees thal can be grown for imber, fodder,
soul lertility and even soil crosion control. It is important that we make use of these

multipurpose trees to enhance our farm productivity.

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, T would like to extend the government of Kenva's
gralitude to the government of Japan which has been providing the resources for the
mutually cordial Project. Relationship belween the two countries has made i
possible for us to work and collaborate consultatively with rural based farmers in a
forum such as this one. This is an achievement that we are all proud of and grateful

to the governmen! of Japan.

It is a pleasure, ladies and gentlemen, to be with you thus afiernoon and join efforts

with the participants at this occasion in the promotion of tree growing on-farm.

Thank you! -



6 Closing Session

Dr J.A. Odera. the Director of KEIRI moved a vote of thanks (o all partici-
pants as follows;

VOTE_OF TUANKS BY THE DIRECLORKEERI
DR_J.A. ODERA

The Minister for Rescarch Science and Technologv Hon. G. Muhoho,
His Excellency the Ambassador ol Japan.

The Director of Research in the MRST Dr. Neulo,

The Director-General of 1CRAL,

The Chief Adviser - SI17,

The Master of Ceremony,

Distinguished guests,

[adies and gentlemer,

To every beginning there is an cnd and all is well that ends well. So what started this
morning with vigour and enthusiasm has once again come (o a clear demonstration
that we have had a very successful day. Mine now is to thank all most sincerely for

the success ol the day.

Yaani kurudisha mpongezi na heko kwa wale wote ambao walihusiana na sherehe

yetu ya latu ya Social Forestry Prize Day.

Firstly, I would like to thank the farmers and the many groups that participated in thus
programme {rom the very beginning, and those of you who have come along to share
with us your knowledge, your many experiences not only indicating or demoanstrat-
ing commitment to the course but a clear expression of Kenvan drive and initialive
in following directions and examples provided by our leaders. We have seen here
today Ilon. Minister Sir, cxamples where indigenous technologies are developed by
the farmers themselves. So it has been a greal learning experience. So to our farmers

who have participated today, those who have come up with awards, those who have
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come up with certidicales and those who have just participated lets give them one big

hand elap oo

J'o the adjudicators that were led by Mr. G. Ochieng accompanied by Mr. Mbeager,,
Mr. [5. Barrow. Mr. P, Ongugo and Mr. Okabe. Theirs as Mr. Ochieng the chairmy,
confessed was nol a simple or an casy tash. it was challenging but as he syig
stimulating.  Thev patienly listened o the presentations, examined the slides thy
were shown. and in the end assisted us in coming up with gradation of performance

by our own larmers. So (o them ouor thanks are due. RET: (Ml - 1 —

Lo the orgamsers: the organisers oi this lunction started their work many months
hack. thev paticntly went through mail. in the ficld, in the farms chaired by, 1 gather
Mr. P Mung'ala, assisted by Mrs. Kaudra, Miss Doris Muta, Miss. Wacira and many
others. The DIF0s in the various arcas where the work was done, the foresters, the
admunistratton, and many cthers that we would not be able to mention at this

occasion. o them our thanks are due.

To the Director-General of ICRAIY who kindly allowed us the use of the premise and

indeed the hospitality of their office in receiving our chief guests, we are simply

thankful and please convey our appreciation to the director-General when he gets
back.

To his Fxcellency the Ambassador of Japan, in fact [ will definitely fall short of
words to clearly go through the many ilems, many areas, and aclivities that your
country has assisted Kenva in general and KIFRI in particular, through a very
difficult face ol its establishment from inception 4 vears back. We thank you also for
[inding time in your busy schedule and coming along (o be with us at this [unction.
This is a clear testimony that vou are concerned, vou are committed to the success
of the joint initialive and collaboraiive effort between the three major players. The
three major playvers in this programme are the forestry service led by the Deputy of
Forestry, two experts, our colleagues [rom Japan, the technical Chief Adviser aud
scientist of KEFRIL. 'Ihe three players, pardon me for omilting one group, the bene-
ficiary, the farmer. It is a clear testimony that you are working with us and please

kindly convey our thanks and appreciation lo your Government.

Finally, the Mimster Sir. vour Excellency the Ambassador of Japan, the directors,
distinguished guests, the organisers. ladies and gentlemen.
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I often find it difficult to be able to express appropriately our profound thanks to
vour Hon. Minwster. tor the support vou've continued (o give research in this
countrv, not just to KIIRL per sav. i have had occasions to attend a number of
tunctions that vou have attended and also of the tunctions ot the research institute
vou have attended voursell in person whenever vou arc called upon and vour duties
allowed we thank you most proloundly for this support. We thunk yvou sir for many

challengers that vou have given us.

[ on myv part have had briel cxchanges with vou oo some very in depth techmeal
issues, touching on programme development, touching on structuring of our re-
search and development, management and technical content and more unportantly |
do recall most vividly sir when vou taunched the KITRT plan up to 2,000 sometime
las! vear. You have made it very clear thal vou would like to see research in this
countrv starting with involvement of the bencficiaries from the verv heginning,
mvolving them through the whole process of conducting ol rescarch and develop-
ment, through the on-station fece, through the on-farm validation face and linallv ot
the adaptation face. [on. Minister this involves the plavers that vou have scen
represented today, it is a clear testimony that we are lasing vour challenges, vour
directions ':'iijitc seriously. As lor now KR is coming up with a master plan. The
master plan clearly reflects that rescarch priorities must be drawn by the four players,
the actors pamely, the major resources managers including the [orest service and
olher Government agencies of land use. lhe rescarchers, the beneliciaries (the
larmers) all coming together and developing u research prionity process and under-
taking the research, (hrough the whole channel and avenue and processes of
development of technologies and later on followiag to determine why there have
been successes in certain arcas and failures in other areas. Sir we are cxtremely
indebted to you that you continue to be with us and for coming along (his allernoon.
Today was a very busy day, 1 was in your oflice a litile earlier on, apprehensive as
whether vou may make it or not, but vour oflice had assurcd me that vou are on the

way.

Please continue supporting research because as you have rightly said that develop-
ment in this country musl be spear headed by results of research, tasted and tound
{0 be effective for benefiting not just [orest development within tae forest reserve but

also in the [armers own [arms. Thaok you very much sir.
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1 Post-mortem Meceling

‘The meeting was held on 3rd Mav 1991 to review the event. The minutes wer

as follows:

THE MINUTES OFF THE POST-MORTEM MEETING
FOR
THE 3RD_NATIONAL SOCIAL FORESTRY PRIZE DAY

P’resent

Mr [1. Kashima - STIPIIICA (In the chair)
Miss D. Mutta - SFITYKEFRI

Mr M. Mukolwe - SFTPIKEERI

Mr P. Baraza - KIEFRI/IatoDoc

Mr M. T.IE. Mbuvi
Mr A. Mwamburi

KL RI
STIP/KETIRI (Taking Notes)

1

'Ihe meeting was held at the conference room in the Muguga National Social Forestry ™

Tramming Centre at 10:30 a.m. on 3rd May 1991.
The following issues were discussed;
1 Field Survey

1.1 Stalf allowance
It was suggested that the Forest Department should shoulder the allowance for
s stafl in the preparation for the next Prize Day. 'This matter was to be

referred to the next 1T1ICM for further discussions.

1.2 Field Extension Stall
(a) It was noled that some extension staff was not prepared for the spo!
survey and even uncooperative. It was suggested that sufficient mfor-
mation would be given lo them in advance to prepare them for the

activities.



1.3

1.4

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

(b)  Time was also a constraint 1.e. there was less time to talk to the farmers
since the distances were enormous. It was suggested that more time

allocation 1n term of days per district would be desirable.

Transport
KEFRI's transport arrangements [or the event were not satisfactory.  This will

have to be improved next vear.

Questionnaire
Tt was sugecsted that the questionnaire used did not have a tlow™ and hence
needs lo be improved lor the next Prize Day.

(action: Mr Mwamburn)
Preparations for the actual day

Banner
This issue had nol arisen in the working group and hence it was missing. It

should be considered carly enough for the next Prize Day.

Catering
It was suggested that KEFRT catering staff could provide an equally efficient
catering services as the HIRED team. This means that arrangement would be

made towards the same (catering services) during the next Prize Day.

Punctuality
Punctuality on the actual day (25th April) was noted to bave been poor. This

would be improved during the next Prize Day.

[nvitation
(3) Tt was suggested that only names would be usedh leaving out the
courtesv titles like Mr, Mrs, Miss, elc. to avoid the confusion that

casued.

(b)  Lven though some of the inviled guests did not turm up, they vould be

invited again during the next Prize Day.

- 36 -



———————

2.8

2.6

2.7

2.8

Rehearsal

More stall should have been in for rehearsal.

Closing Ceremony
(a) It was suggested that comments should come before the speeches by

the main guests.

(b)  Main points about presentations should be given to the guests before
the commencement of the closing ceremony started. These could be

given to the typist as ‘para-bits’.

T-shirts

Could be given at prive awarding time or al registralion.

Visitors book
It was suggested that a lady should be present to give the chief guests the

visitors book as soon as they arrive.

General Comments
Mr Kashima had the opinion that the event was successful bearing in mind that

100 participants had attended the event.

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 11:45 p.m.



Anpex 1 List of the Paricipants

Guest of onour

1 Hon. George K. Muhoho Mumster for Rescarch,

Mam Guests
2 ILE M. Kumagai

3 Dr B. T.undgren

Ambassador ol Japan
Director General. ICRAF

Awarding Commiltce Members

4

G.0. Ochieng
3 I, Barrow
b M. Mbegera
7 P. Ongugo
8 H. Okabe

Presenters

g G. Gilonga

10 B. Mung'aya

11 Rose. M.

12 E.W. Wachira
13 E. Wangu

t4  L.C. Sundu

15 Julia Wanjiru

16 Veronicah Wairimu
17 Phones Mideva
18  Nguvo S.K.

19 Mark Gitete

20 Amos Ireri

21 Njue Njagi

22 S.K. Sipei

23 D.K. Mbogo

24 Harun Ndiritu
25 Robert Wambugu
26 E.W. Wambugu
27  S.K. Wamunyasia

1D

[CRAF
MoA
KI-FRI
SEFIPIHCA

Meru
Meru
Isiolo
Istolo
[siolo
[siolo
Murang’a
Murang'a
Muranga
Murung'a
IEmbu
Embu
Embu
Lmbu
Embu
Nyer1
Nveri
Nyeri

Nveri
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Science and 'l'echnologv

['armer
DIT0O

I'armer
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I'armer
A. DIFO
JFarmer
I'armer
["ar mer
A. DIFO
DIEO

Jiariner
Jiarmer
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28 15K, Wachira
Organizers

30 J.A. Odera

31 A Kaudia

32 M. Mukolwe
33 D. Mutta

34 A. Mwamburl
35 G. Aoko

36 . Baraza

37 N. Mumalu
38 W.K. Bu

39 S. Kamondc
40  I.N. Njue

41 G. Awino

42 M. Kasango
43 M. Were

44  J.0. Ang'wenyi
45  P. Mung’ala
46 S.K. Mukuadi
47 Kihara J.N.
48 H. Kashima
49 M. Ozawa

50 K. Kato

51 S. Ogawa

52 F. Imai

Other Guests

53 Bruce Scott
54  Takenari Okubo
53 S.K. Waithaka
56 M. Opuba

S7 Moses Anami
58 S.M. Oduon
59  C.H.K. Muchoki
60 P.M. Ndonye

PI'O’s Office (C) Nvert

KIHRI
ELFRI
KLEFRI
KR
KEFRI
KEFRI
REFRI
KLFRI
KEFRI
KEIRI
KEFRI
KIIRI
KEERI]
KL RI
5,

I'D

D

FD
SI'TP
% g
SFTP
SFIP
SFLP

ICRAT

Embassy of Japan
Chief, KARI
N.C.S.T.

TTAP

DRSRS

DRSRS

NES
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62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

92
93
94
95

Clement K. Kariuki
Seneliwa A K.
R. Ngunjiri

. Masai

[{. Kandwa

I.M. Njigova
AN. Wacira
M.N. Muchiri
Makanj

L.M. Mwangr
Kioko L

Muga M.O.

Al. Owuor
Ndegwa

Njenga M.G.
1.G. Mwangi
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